Eightmile River Wild & Scenic Coordinating Committee
Meeting Minutes
Monday, November 23, 2015, 5-7pm
East Haddam Meeting Hall/Grange
· Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by A. Irving at 5.08pm. Members present included; A. Irving, E. Robinson, L. Birerely, R. Chyinski, R. Dill, B. Gillis, R. Smith, M. Woody, D. Bingham, E. Belt and P. Young (Program Director)
· Acceptance of September 28, 2015 Meeting Minutes: Motion made by A. Irving to accept the minutes of September 28, 2015 with two corrections; first page under Education and Outreach report, change “is” to “are” and second page, first line add “of” after “sort”. Motion seconded by D. Bingham. Approved Unanimously.
· National Park Service Updates: P. Young reviewed an email she received from J. Fosburgh earlier as he was not able to make the meeting. In his memo he recapped the meeting with E. Haddam Fish and Game Club, noted that the Partnership Wild & Scenic Rivers 20 year publication should be finalized soon with printing anticipated in January 2016 and that there would probably be a request for a completion report regarding the pedestrian bridge grant which will likely be considered as part of the decision on the second round of funding.
· The Nature Conservancy Updates: E. Robinson reported on the Ed Bills Dam removal project on East Branch of the Eightmile River. Start-up had been delayed and removal has been slower than expected.  A second channel has been uncovered which was not known about. There was a question about the gravel road leading into the pond.  E. Robinson responded that this was for access to the re-established channel and temporary staging area. E. Robinson also reported on a 24 acre piece of property adjacent to Burnham Brook that was being reviewed by The Nature Conservancy.
It was noted by members of the committee that the DEEP Open Space Grant deadline is February 2, 2016.
· Subcommittee Updates
· Outreach and Education: P. Young reported on the on the recent workshop held at UCONN for town public works, engineers and town planners on Green Infrastructure.  She also noted that planning for RiverFest will need to begin earlier due to changes in State Park Use applications. Wesleyan students have completed their review of Lake Hayard and there will be presentation early December. A presentation by the New England Forestry Foundation is planned for January.  Further details will be forthcoming.
· Protection and Management: R. Smith reported on the pedestrian trail bridge.  Steel has been ordered and they will be ready to work as soon as it is delivered.  He noted that an underground storage tank had been discovered at the old cottage site near the bridge location, which the town will be removing and checking to ensure there was no leakage/contamination.  R. Dill noted that the previous landowner may bear some responsibility. 
There was further discussion about the IRS interpretation related to the way conservation easements were worded and possible retraction of tax benefits that may also be retroactive.  Information has been going out to Land Trusts through the Connecticut Land Conservation Council (CLCC) listserv.
P. Young reported that the road culvert data collection and mapping project is complete and she will be submitting a final report to the Society of Women Environmental Professionals (SWEP) which had given ERWSCC a grant to have students complete the work.  The data been uploaded to a database managed by the North Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity Collaborative (NOACC) and can be used as a management tool for fish and wildlife passage and also storm resiliency.
· Science and Monitoring:  A fish tally for species and numbers that passed through the Moulson Pond Fishway will be in the annual newsletter.  Of special note was the adult salmon that passed through.  D. Bingham asked whether it was possible to tell if the brook trout noted were native or stocked.  P. Young will check and see if the reviewer was able to distinguish native vs. stocked. Water Quality graphs should be available for next meeting.
D. Bingham noted that progress was being made by Audubon regarding the Important Bird Area (IBA) in the vicinity of the Eightmile River Watershed and beyond.  P. Young noted that she had spoken with the Audubon representative and they will be working on setting up a meeting for further discussions on possible roles and responsibilities.  Audubon is working with the state first regarding how the IBA would be applied to state lands and an approach for landowner notification since this is a landscape wide proposal. 
· Project Review:  A. Irving reported that Reynolds Garage has had preliminary discussions about expanding in Lyme.  The location is adjacent to Hamburg Cove.  It was noted that Gateway Commission has an overlay zone at the Cove. There are species of concern in the Cove and Wild & Scenic designation extends to the mouth.

P. Young and A. Irving gave a brief review of the meeting they had with East Haddam Fish and Game regarding a possible pond and/or lodge site in the upper part of the watershed.  P. Young had invited State Fisheries Biologist Brian Murphy, who attended and was able to review a number of permitting concerns and applications at the state level.

There were no additional projects of concern noted for other towns.

· Executive Committee/Finance: P. Young handed out a new version of budget expenditures that shows month by month costs.  It was noted that month names on top need to be modified to reflect federal fiscal year.   
         
· Project/Program Updates: M. Woody mentioned the CT River Comprehensive Management Plan by U.S. Fish and Wildlife and comments submitted by Gateway Commission.  A. Irving had also submitted comments on behalf of ERWSCC with input by M. Woody, D. Bingham, R. Smith and P. Young.  ERWSCC supports the alternative that showed the most land in the focus area, eligible for possible acquisition with a willing seller and appropriate funding levels.
· Old/New Business
· Adjournment: Motion to adjourn at 7:01pm, made by R. Chyinski, seconded by D. Bingham. Unanimous
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